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During a break from classes, nothing sounds better to a

> Calendar tired student than a nap.
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» Web Features From time to time, San Diego State students can be found

« Contests curled up in the library squeezing in some shut-eye. But
some of these sleepy students wake up to find that their
belongings are gone. From sunglasses and iPods to wallets
and |aptops, personal assets on campus are not always safe.

« World The SDSU 2005 Safety and Security Report shows an

« National increase in theft on campus. From 2003 to 2004 there were

- Holl q more than double the number of burglaries among the
* foflywood SDSU campus, non-campus and public property combined.
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» Technology = This semester, the SDSU Bookstore will begin offering . .

e Life DataDots, some of the latest in anti-theft technology. SDSU T'\f]ed[')ztgéedt't' tC(?]urtleﬁy Ph.o 0

« Mon isthefirst university in Southern Californiato make this € otstechnology give
Trave technology - which marks an individuals belonging with a

e Trav

unique 1.D. tag - readily available.

Ken Walton, DataDot distributor and MicrolD Technologies regional manager, said the DataD
technology was originally developed in Washington. It later became popular in Australia after
significantly decreasing auto theft there, he said.

The DataDots are sold in tamper-evident containers with at least 400 dots per container. The i
dots are suspended in amilky, UV-traced adhesive solution which dries clear after being brush
onto the surface of your personal equipment.

Walton said DataDots does not damage the outer layer of equipment and can be applied to
anything from a camerato abicycle.

DataDot owners register their PIN number online into the National DataDot USA database. If
property is stolen and recovered, law enforcement can use a black light to detect these DataDot

1of 2 1/19/2006 9:36 AM



Bookstore helps promote theft prevention - City http://www.thedailyaztec.com/media/paper 741/news/2006/01/18/City/Bo...

and trace it back to the registered owner.

Walton said when students go home they can change their registered address online. However,
Walton said registered ownership cannot be transferred to another name if property is sold or
traded.

"Even if you sell (your property) to someone else, police can at least use that to verify ownersh
to someone and have that person verify that it was sold to someone else,” Walton said. "The
biggest effect that thistechnology is going to have at San Diego State is for theft deterrence.”

Nursing sophomore Keshia Jose said sheis scared of getting her possessions stolen on campus
after hearing about others who have had their belongings stolen. She said she thinks regular the
prevention technigues are not enough to protect possessions from getting stolen.

"| basically keep al my belongings with me all the time," Jose said. "But with cars you can't re
do anything, even if you have an alarm.”

Jose said overall she thinks the technology would help.

Jeff Kelley, Aztec Shops computer buyer and manager, said college students are the best mark
for something such as this because they are the most technologically knowledgeable.

"It comes at a perfect time when students are heading back to school and need that added theft
prevention,” Kelley said. "If a parent sends their kid to school with thousands of dollars worth
equipment, they wouldn't mind spending alittle bit of money to protect it."

However, both agree DataDots is an added protection but should not come in place of regular
theft-prevention methods.

"It's the same thing as the options you have with buying a car, where you make a decision whel

or not you are going to take that chance,” Walton said. "But for something inexpensive and
effective, it sureisanice option."
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